
WE HELP 
COMMUNITIES 
HONOR THEIR  
HEROES
THE VETERANS BANNER PROJECT 
IS A NATIONAL MOVEMENT AND 
IM DESIGN GROUP HAS BEEN 
THERE SINCE THE BEGINNING.
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BANNER 

PROJECT
WE ARE HERE 

EVERY STEP OF 
THE WAY, FROM 

CONCEPT TO 
REALITY

America’s veterans are our families. They are our 
fathers and mothers, brothers and sisters, and sons and 
daughters. Communities across the country are recognizing 
the need to create a living tribute to those who have 
served. The Veterans Banner Project is a way to honor 
individual veterans and their families by recognizing them 
on pole banners that are hung throughout the community.

The veteran’s banner movement started in Emporia, 
Kansas in 2014, and now is becoming a nationwide 
movement. Cities and towns in over 20 states have begun 
emulating the project. The banners are more than names 
and pictures, they are a way of preserving local history, 
honoring veterans and families, and fundraising for 
worthy causes. 

IM Design Group has been there from the beginning, from 
concept, to design and production. We’ve work with over 
a dozen cities across the country to help them implement 
their own Veteran Banner Projects.





ADDITIONAL SERVICES

COMMUNITY BRANDING
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B E Y O N D  T H E  B A N N E R S

Emporia Honors

MARINE CORPS

CALEB A 
BRIGHT

OIF 2nd Mar Div, 2nd MP DetAl Asad, Al Anbar Province

Caleb joined the Marines in February, 2002 after graduating from Emporia High School. After boot camp at MCRD in San Diego, Calif. he was sent to Camp Foster in Okinawa from 2002-2005 where he worked in the Motor Transportation Department. While stationed in Okinawa Caleb was sent to South Korea, and to Iwo Jima where he had the honor of accompanying WWII Veterans for the 60th Anniversary of the historic battle on the island, and assisted in a humanitarian mission in Thailand. Caleb was deployed to Iraq as a part of Operation Iraqi Freedom 

in 2005. He completed his 4 years of active duty in February, 2006; however, he was recalled to active duty in 2007 and served a second tour of duty in Al Asad, Al Anbar Province, Iraq from February, 2008 to October 2008. Caleb attained the rank of Sergeant while serving in the Marines. In March, 2010 Caleb joined the US Army Active Reserves and is currently a Recruiter, Sergeant First Class. 
BANNER SPONSORED BY JEFF AND MICKIE BRIGHT.

Donald E. Bare was born Nov. 1st 1926 to James and Amy Bare. Donald started his military career at the young age of 17. He enlisted in the Navy in Topeka, Kan. and served four years of active duty during World War II and continued as a Navy reserve for four more years. Upon his arrival home he met his wife Wilma Easter. It was love at first sight. They wed June 8th, 1952 and were blessed with 3 children. Donald and Wilma raised their family in Topeka where they owned Capital 

Marble and Tile Company. Donald devoted his life to serving others; he built homes for Habitat for Humanity, was an Arab Shriner for many years, loved his local YMCA, and was a big supporter in the local Optimist. Donald was a good man, and a hard working man who served his country proud. On November 17th, 1996, Donald lost his battle with Alzheimer’s. 
BANNER SPONSORED BY  JACQUE WELLNITZ. 

DONALD E. BARE1944-1952, WORLD WAR II 

CALEB A. BRIGHT2002-PRESENT, IRAQ WAR
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H O M E  O F  H E R O E S

Orville Brooks was born April 26, 1924, and raised in Ft. Scott, 
Kan. He turned 19 in April 1943 and was drafted in May. After 
induction at Ft. Leavenworth he was sent to Santa Anita, Calif., 
for basic training. After basic, he was assigned to Cook and Baker’s 
School and became a company cook, the position he held for the 
next 22 months. In January 1944 his company traveled by troop 
train to Camp Kilmer, N.J., and sailed for Liverpool, UK. The next 
5 months were spent training for the invasion of France. His company landed on Utah Beach June 18, 1944. 

Unfortunately they were put ashore at the wrong location and it 
was two days before their Battalion found them. For two days they 
had no food or supplies, so they found discarded parachutes to use 
as covering at night and “mooched” food and necessities from other 
units. They finally located their Battalion which became part of the 
Third Army’s advance. 

The Ordinance Evacuation Company was responsible for 
retrieving damaged tanks and other rolling equipment and sending 
them back for repairs. As such the company was always behind the 
front lines, and moving whenever the combat companies moved. 
The company cooks were responsible for keeping 180 men fed, 
often while they were on the move. Their “kitchen” consisted of 
trucks outfitted with water tanks, stoves, and work areas. There was 
no refrigeration and the cooks regularly had to go to the nearest 
Quartermaster unit to be issued supplies. They also scrounged the 
countryside for whatever fresh vegetables or meat they could find, 
although this was frowned upon by the Army. Orville’s unit followed the advance of the US Army into and 

through Germany, and was in Czechoslovakia when the war 
ended. He remained in Europe until December 1945, when he was 
sent home to Camp Chaffee, Ark. He was mustered out in time 
to go home for Christmas dinner with his mother in Ft. Scott. 
He was paid $600 back pay and was eligible for unemployment 
after arriving home. It was six months before he was able to find 
a job, sweeping floors in a drug store. Eventually, Orville and his 
family settled in Emporia where he worked at Montgomery Ward 
department store for 30 years. He worked in the original Ward 
store in the 700 block of Commercial St. and at the Flint Hills 
Mall store. He was working at the mall when it was hit by the 
tornado. Orville turned 90 years old in April, 2014, and could still 
tell stories about the war in vivid detail. He passed away September 
4, 2015 at the age of 91. 

BANNER SPONSORED BY JUDY DODSON.  

ORVILLE BROOKS1943-1945, WORLD WAR II

Beyond the Banners

H O M E  O F  H E R O E S

CELEBRATING THE FOUNDING CITY OF VETERANS DAY 

AND HONORING THOSE WHO SERVED

US $10.00

S P E C I A L

C O M M E M O R AT I V E

P U B L I C AT I O NVolume 1
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COMMEMORATIVE PUBLICATIONS
As your communities’ veteran celebration grows, 
how your community honors them can change, 
and IM Design Group is here for you. We can create 
custom commemorative publications for your events 
or celebrations. The Beyond the Banners: Home 
of Heroes is a 208-page, high gloss book, that was 
printed in perfect bound soft-back and also on-
demand hard bound. The book featured stories about 
local military history, veterans organizations, and bios 
of every veteran that was honored with a banner.

WE ARE HERE 
FOR ALL YOUR 
MARKETING NEEDS.

IM Design Group does a lot more that creating wonderful 
banners for communities. We specialize in branding and 
marketing communities. We love discovering the true brand 
of a city and sharing it with the world. We are a full service 
studio that is your strategic partner in every part of the 
process, from research and branding to campaign planning 
and creative design.

BRANDING
Community branding is more than just a new logo. It is 
what your visitors think of you and how your city interacts 
with them. Using consumer opinion research and brand 
positioning, we will find your brand’s “true north” and build 
an identity around it.

STRATEGY
Knowing what your brand is only the first step. We 
then have to get others to know it. We offer advertising 
campaign planning and consulting. We can help plan the 
most effective ad buys and marketing strategies. All of 
our marketing efforts are research driven, so there is no 
guesswork about your target audiences.

MARKETING
WEBSITE
Websites are one of the most important marketing tools 
that a DMO can have. A website from IM Design Group is 
unique, packed with features, and custom built just for you. 

PRINT COLLATERAL & ADVERTISING
Your city needs visitors, and we can help get your 
community in front of them. We can apply our award-
winning design skills to your city and make it look its 
best. From visitors guides and brochures to magazine 
advertisements, billboards and vinyls, we do it all.

DIGITAL MARKETING
Driving traffic to your website or to your Facebook page is 
vital for attracting new visitors. We can help them find you 
by advertising your city online. We do this by targeting 
specific audiences on Facebook and Google. We monitor 
these campaigns to make sure they are driving the traffic 
that you want to your site.



CONTACT US

201 E. 6th Ave • Emporia, Kansas 66801
620-343-3909 • imdesigngroup.com

FOR A FREE CONSULTATION

SHAWN HONEA
Partner and Print Creative Strategist
shawn@imdesigngroup.com

TRACY HOLROYD WELTHA
Partner and Web Creative Strategist
rracy@imdesigngroup.com

JUSTIN OGLEBY
Lead Graphic Designer
justin@imdesigngroup.com

JAMIE DARCY
Graphic Designer/Social Media Specialist
jamie@imdesigngroup.com
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